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1/f  Noise in Drummer’s Timing of Beat! 
 

 

 A professional drummer 
was asked to drum 180 
beats per minute (t =1/3 
=0.333 sec per beat) in sync 
with a metronome, but 
slightly anticipated the 
metronome’s clicking by  
{a mean value of}   
<t> = 16.4 ms.  
 
 Additionally, the drummer 
had a Gaussian-distributed 
width t ~ 15.6 ms about 
his mean time between 
beats, with ~ 1/f  type 
fluctuations in the beat! 




