
Physics 102: Lecture 17, Slide 20
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Snell’s Law Practice

 n1 sin θ1 = n2 sin θ2
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A ray of light traveling through the air (n=1) is incident on water 
(n=1.33).  Part of the beam is reflected at an angle θr = 60.  The 
other part of the beam is refracted.  What is θ2?

sin(60) = 1.33 sin(θ2)

θ2 = 40.6 degrees

θ1 = θr = 60 

θ1 θr

Usually, there is both reflection and refraction!




