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Circuits

• Elements are connected by wires.  
• Any connected region of wire has the same 

potential.

Vwire 1= 0 V Vwire 2= 5 V Vwire 3= 12 V Vwire 4= 15 V

VC1= 5-0 V= 5 V VC3= 15-12 V= 3 VVC2= 12-5 V= 7 V

C1 C2 C3

• The potential difference across an element is the 
element’s “voltage.”




