
Physics 101: Lecture 24, Pg 15

Lecture 24,Lecture 24, Preflight 2Preflight 2
In terms of the ideal gas law, explain briefly how a hot air 
balloon works. 

The flame lifts the balloon because it gets rid of the air inside, making it 
lighter inside.

Note!  this is not a pressure effect, it is a density effect.  As T increases, 
the density decreases the balloon then floats due to Archimedes principle.  
The pressure remains constant!




