
Physics 101: Lecture 13, Pg 4 

Comment on axes and sign 
(i.e. what is positive and negative) 

Whenever we talk about rotation, it is implied 
that there is a rotation “axis”. 

 

This is usually called the “z” axis (we usually 
omit the z subscript for simplicity). 

 

Counter-clockwise (increasing q) is usually 
called positive. 

 

Clockwise (decreasing q) is usually 
called negative.    [demo] 
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