
Physics 101: Lecture 5, Pg 15 

Apparent Weight ACTs 
 You are standing on a scale inside an elevator. You 

weigh 125 pounds, but the scale reads 140 
pounds. 

The elevator is going  (up       down      can’t tell) 

 

 

The elevator is accelerating  (up     down     can’t tell) 

y 

x 

45 

N = m(g+a) 

Weight increases when accelerating up 

decreases when accelerating down. 
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