
Example: Rapid Atmospheric Modeling System, 
ColoState U

• Hur r i cane Geor ges,  17 days i n Sept  
1998
• “ RAMS model ed t he mesoscal e 

convect i ve compl ex t hat  dr opped so 
much r ai n,  i n good agr eement  wi t h 
r ecor ded dat a”

• Used 5 km spaci ng i nst ead of  t he 
usual  10 km

• Ran on 256+ pr ocessor s
• Comput at i on- i nt enst i ve comput i ng ( or  

HPC = Hi gh Per f or mance Comput i ng)
• Can one r un such a pr ogr am wi t hout  

access t o a super comput er ?




