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Comparison of Single-Link, Complete-Link, and 
Average-Link 

• Single-link 
– “Loose” clusters  
– Individual decision, sensitive to outliers  

• Complete-link 
– “Tight” clusters  
– Individual decision, sensitive to outliers 

• Average-link  
– “In between”  
– Group decision, insensitive to outliers 

• Which one is the best? It depends on what you need!  


